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Wo Cannot Fiy.

Tte two most active and most promising
Jeaders in the study of fying machines for
an, MaxiN and FaLiExTHAL, bave within
B month or two proved in practice the
failure of their experiments. DBoth of
thess inventors have tried to fly Ly the
use of an immense area of wing. The
AAXIM machine, or aeroplane, which bas
&t (a3t coma o avief . has an extreme spread
of ulwut 123 feet, and iz driven by a pairof
W e-biaicd ...J;::!' wa  eighiteen feet iIn
‘dismeter. 18 oighed alicut 8,000 pannda
when loaded with mez and stores, and Lo-
cluded an engine producing a horse power
for every six pounds of weight, a marvel in
pechianics. The fuel wns gasoline. Tho

body of the machine was o flat car running. |

on tracks with preventer bars to keepit
from rising bevond the track’s guidance,
Carrying Mr. AfaAXIN and two other men,
the machine started, driven along tae track
by its great canvas propellers lika an ordi-

nary railwaycar.  As itacquired speed, the

alr pressure against it slanting wings and

15 ascending force became so great that one |
of the preventer wheels holding it down to |

the trick broke; and, onco released from the
clutcia of the earth, or, in other wonlds,

£0 soon as it hegun to fly, the thing|

slewed round, tore up a portivn of the rail,
Jurched uncontrollnbly to one side, and fell,

awreek in {tself, Lut without injuring the |

three men on it.

The conclusion of Industries and Iron,
which gives the most detailed nccountof |
ths accident, is that our attempts at flying |.

hayo carricd ns no nearer its accomplish-
ment than we were befors we began them.

Lowever plessing moy bo the trick |
of passing through the air for a lit- |

tle way under certain conditions, as
Maxiu and LILIENTUAL lLave done,

flight by man on the lices attempted, |.
namely, thoss of the bird, using wings }

which, in man's ¢ase, must necessarlly ba

80 vast as to be unwieldy, and doomed to de- |

struction by even moderate violence of wind,
{sadream. Until we are able to sustain
ourselves with comparatively a tenth ora

bhundredth part of tho surface exposed |
by birds, or until ths increase of onr ability |
to produce force i3 s0 enornions as to |
amount practically to the creation of a |

nsw force, man must stay on the ground.
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