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ANOTHER FILTING MAN KILLED

Travelled 200 Yards and Rese 60 Feet
When the Machine Collapsed.

Mr. Porcy 8. Pilcher. a young English is-
wventor, haa just met his death, like the Ger-
man. Otto Lilienthal, through the collapse of a
fising-machice. He was only 30 years of age,
had been an officer In the Royal Navy,
and, for some time, had been Mr., Hiram
S. Maxim's assistant fn  his experi-
ments in wrial pavigation. Mr. Pilcher
bal already mado saveral machines, on the
lines worked upon by Lilienthal. belfore the one
that proved fatal to him. and had worken oat
plans for propelling them Ly oil engines. His
experimentwas made at Lord Braye's country

placo near Market nuboroush. in the pres-
ente of saveral parsnns, and demonstrated,
though at the cost of kis life, that his machine
could Le starte® from the ground and wouid
stay up in the air for a time. A description of
t‘?oap'rznms and of the accident is given in

Ngineering.,

*“in the scaring exoariments the pronulsion
of the machine was eflected by aline dragged
by a vunnipg horse, with a losing purchase to
gain velocity. Theexperimenter at first ran,
carryiog the soarer, and as the velocity In-
creased he wes @'ovated aleng with the soarer.
He had command of a life rope which he eould
allp il necessary and then soar down to
the groand. The soarer comsists of
two strong wind-like coocave membranes
ol spinnakersiik. called asroplanes. stretc
oan cane frames. The fore edge
thoss fs sligh:ly raised. to jasure liftiag
foree when advancing. In addition there Is a
smaller tail plaue, also framed on cane, with a
~ONtrary siope (o be really a rudder. but acting
in the vertical plane. There were six confage
g'?rs from the upper edge of the tailpiece to
the heads of two masts, which ross from the
framed body of the soarer. When in flight the
tezs and bo Iy of the arronaut were quite free,
and h:s weight was supported on his elbows
only. The proper lengths of the guys for
the tatlplece were determined and fixed un-
alterably befora leaving the :roun% and
any modification of slope required during
flight was +fTected by the asronaat muscularly
altering the pos:tion of his centre of vity in
relation to the scar~r. The weight of the man
and the vertical syures on the asropane
and on the upward tall formed a continuously
halanced, bnt also eontinuously var¥ing set of
forces. and a!l the time there was the horizon-
tal pull of the propelling rope,

“On Saturday two attempts to start failed
through the towing rmpe breaking. In the
thirlattempt the machine had traversed 200
yarle. an‘d attiined an altitude of between 40)
feet and 50 foet, and was beginning to descend
when aJderangement occurred. The apparatas
was precipitate | to the ground. the fore edge
»riking and entering thesoilaad turningorver.

he DOOr Weronsutl. estang amoag the
evrdage. the framing and the silk. had both
legs fractured and his skall contused. so that
he gever recovered consciousness and died on
et ety Seccurred b sgpoosed to be

“iWhat reaily oeccur 0
that, desizing to descend, Mr. Pilcher shifted
himealf forxard tno depresa the fore edge of the
seroplanes, and a greater suriace of the tail
was thus suddenly exposced mare directly to
the force of the air. The soarer being siill
under rr«-puloh.. the increassd pressure on
the tail br. ke the tail guy enrde and there
Leing now no force to elevate the fore end,
which suppor:ad the weight of the man, it sud-
Jdenly pointed sarthward and feil without
resisiance through about 30 feet. Thero are
other Evprtheses put forward to explain the
accident in detail: after consllering them all,
we think what is here stated is what did feally
oceur.”
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