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Tue ProsLEM ov Frioar.—Io a book
on “‘the flight of the bird as a basis of the
art of tlying,” a German author, Herr Otto
Lilienthal, describes the result of 23 years
of experimenting by himself and brother
on the form of wings best adapted for car-
rying heavy bodies. He concludes—as
bave others—that the real secret of a bird’s
tlight lies in the arching of its wings, which
| accounts for the small gexpeuditure of
strength, and he believes that close imita-
tion of the birds is the only method of solv_
ing the problem of buman flight. The ar-
tificial wings of the investigators have been
| so effe ‘tive as to carry half the weight of
| the operator, the apparatus, worked by
| foot-levers. being made to rise with a per-
son weighing 160 peunds when a counter-
weight of 80 pounds is helping to lift by
means of suitable pulleys. |
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