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Wright
Flyer

A Report Of
Late Tests

Is Given by Messrs
Wright, Inventors
of the Machine.

Interesting Description of
the Trials Made at
Ritty Hawk.

It had not been our intention to make
nny detailed public statement concern=
ing the private tralls of our power

“Flyer” on the 17th of December last:
but since the conteats of a private tel-
egram, announcing to our folks at
hame the success of our trials, was dis-
honestly to
men at the Norfolk office, and led to
the Imposition upon the public by per-

sons who never suw the “Flyer” or fts{
A,

hts, of o fictitious story incorrect in
almost every detail; and since this
&tory, together with several pretended
lr.u-rvie\\n or statements, which were
fakes pure and simple, have been very
widely dlsseminated, we feel impelled
10 muke some corrections. The real
1acts were as follows:

On the morning of December 17, be-
tween the hours of 10:30 o'clock and
noot, four flights were made, two by
Oryille Wright and two by Wilbur
Wright. The starts were all made
from a point on the leveland about 200

feet west of our camp, which is locned
a quarter of a mile north of the Kill
Devil sand hill, in Dare county, North
Carolinn. The wind at the time of lhe
flights had o veloclg of 27 mlh:‘
Imur at 10 o'clock, and 24 miles an hour

t 200N, as recorded by the anemometer
nt the Kitty Hawk weather bureau sta.
tion. This anemometer is 30 feet. fron]
und. - Our own measurements, |

the grou
g\“de wuh q lmnﬂ unemmeter at &
m ‘the ground.

when the firat Hight was mude, and 201&

miles at the thne of the last one. ‘The
flights were divectly againat the wind.
Fuch time the machine started from tne

level groumd by its own power alone
With 1o assigtanes from gravity, or any

other sources whatever, After a run
of nbuiit 40 feet  along a nono-rvall
wuck, which held the machire eight

from the grouwwl,
ek und under the direction of
«Hmbed upward on an in-
s till o helght of elght of
rom the ground was reached,
after wh rh \hn course was Kept as
pear horizontal as the wind gusts and
Uie Thnited ~knll of the operator would
yennir, ie teeth of a December
;vxl» (he * made its way forward
Nath g s|mw| nr ten mll(m an hour over
s ground nand 40 1o 35 miles an hour
thre gl the alr. It had previously been
cerided that for reasons of personal
these first trinls should he made
.0 1o the ground as possible, The
Tght ¢hosen  was cely sufficlent
for maneuvering in o gusty a wind
and with no previous nequaintance with
the conduct of the machine and its
cortrelling mechanisms,  Consequently
1the first flizht was short. The suc-
ading flights v Increased in
th amd st the fourth trial a flight of
secorids was made, in which time
u:-- machine flew a little more than n
half mile through the air, and a dis-
tance of 8§52 feet over the ground. The
landing was due to a slight ervor of
judgment on the part of the operator.
After passing over a little hummock of
sind, I attempting to bring the ma-
chine down: to the desired height, the
operatpr turned the rudder too far, and
the maehine turned downward more
quickly than had been expected. The
reverge movement of the rudder was a
fraction of n second too late to pre-
vent the machine from touching t
ground and ihus ending the fiight.
whole occurrence occupled lime. it any
more, than one second of time.*

ten feet

iy those who are acquainted with}:

practicil weronautics canw  appreciate
the difficulties of attempting the first
trisiw of a fving machine In a 25 mﬂn
im A winter was alrendy well set

w @ thore favorable season. but for
*he fact thqt we were determined, be-

fare: réturning home, to know whether |,

1he muchine possessed sufficiernt power
to fly, sufficient strength to withstand
the shock of landings. and_sufficient
caparity of control to make filght snfe
in bolsterous winds. as well as in calm
oir,  When these points had n defi-
1itely established, we ot once packed
~ur goads and returned home, knowing
that the age of the Ayin: muchine had
come at Iast. X

From the heginning we have em-
plm'o\! entirety new princivles of con-
trol; and as all the experimepts ho'
been conducted at our own expe
without asgistance from any lndlvldunl

or lystitution, we do not feel ready atf.

rive out any pletures or de«
pt'on of the machine,

bR

it rose from |

anhnul.l have postponed our trigis ||
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